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A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
8/09/2007 has been entered. 



Response to Arguments 

Regarding claims 1, 9, 10, and 12 - 14, Applicant argues that these claims 
distinguish over Enright et al. because there is nothing in Enright that teaches the 
"converting" and "transmitting" of the present invention that converts time information of 
the sensed image into text data and transmits the text data through an electronic 
message. Additionally, applicant argues that the Enright's email may include time text 
data that would indicate when the email message itself was sent. However, Enright is 
silent on whether the time information of the sensed image is actually converted into 
text data so that the converted text data of the time information of the sensed image is 
sent through an electronic mail. 

However it is clear from column 36, lines 32 et seq. and figures 62 - 72 that the 
email also includes information about the nature of the triggering event and capture 
time. Also it is inherent that the email will include time text data with the sensing 
condition since in column 36 lines 39 - 41 Enright et al. mentions that the recipient of 
the email receives useful information of the occurrence of the machine from figures 62 - 
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72; also figure 19 including time and date data. I.e. there is no limitation in the claim to 
have the text data being separate from the image data; the data included in the image is 
considered to be text data by the examiner as discussed in the claims. 

Also, applicant argues that one of the aspects of the present invention is to help 
the recipient of the email message to know the contents of the image data (e.g., time 
information) distributed through the received electronic mail even without opening the 
image data attached with the email. See, e.g., the Background of the Invention section 
of the original specification (e.g., page 2, line 20 through page 3, line 1 of the original 
specification). By converting the time information of the sensed image into text data and 
transmitting the converted text data through an email, the present invention enables a 
recipient of the email to know the contents of the sensed image data (i.e., when the 
image was taken) even without opening the image itself. 

However it is clear from column 36, lines 32 et seq. and figures 62 - 72 that the 
email also includes information about the nature of the triggering event and capture 
time. Also it is inherent that the email will include time text data with the sensing 
condition since in column 36 lines 39 - 41 Enright et al. mentions that the recipient of 
the email receives useful information of the occurrence of the machine from figures 62 - 
72; also figure 19 including time and date data. Also, as far as the argument by the 
applicant that "One of the aspects of the present invention is to help the recipient of the 
email message to know the contents of the image data (e.g., time information) 
distributed through the received electronic mail even without opening the image data 
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attached with the email. See, e.g., the Background of the Invention section of the 
original specification (e.g., page 2, line 20 through page 3, line 1 of the original 
specification)" this limitation is not claimed in the actual claims. It is merely claimed that 
the "transmitting means for transmitting, by electronic mail, the sensing condition and 
the text data converted at said converting means as a part of electronic mail text 
message when the image was sensed by said sense means." Which is thought in 
Enright et al. as discussed in the rejection of claims 1,9, 10, and 12-14. 

Additionally, applicant argues that it is indicated in Enright that "FIG. 67 is an 
exemplary embodiment of a screen presented at a user terminal showing an image 
output in which images are not grouped by particular event type." (col. 9, lines 65-67 of 
Enright) This statement of Enright alone indicates that the characters shown at the right 
side of the picture in Fig. 67 of Enright are part of the image data, i.e., not converted text 
data. 

However it is clear from column 36, lines 32 et seq. and figures 62 - 72 that the 
email also includes information about the nature of the triggering event and capture 
time. Also it is inherent that the email will include time text data with the sensing 
condition since in column 36 lines 39 - 41 Enright et al. mentions that the recipient of 
the email receives useful information of the occurrence of the machine from figures 62 - 
72; also figure 19 including time and date data. I.e. there is no limitation in the claim to 
have the text data being separate from the image data; the data included in the image is 
considered to be text data by the examiner as discussed in the claims. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1 - 10, and 12 - 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Enright et al. (US patent No. 6,583,813). 

Regarding claim 1, Enright et al. discloses an image sensing apparatus 
comprising: setting means for setting a sensing condition for image sensing (figure 22; 
set up sequences); sense means for sensing an image in accordance with the sensing 
condition set by said setting means (figures 62 - 72; trigger/event type); converting 
means for converting time information of the image sensed at said sense means into 
text data (column 36, lines 32 et seq.; figures 62 - 72; trigger/event type and capture 
time; Also it is inherent that the email will include time text data with the sensing 
condition since in column 36 lines 39 - 41 Enright et al. mentions that the recipient of 
the email receives useful information of the occurrence of the machine from figures 62 - 
72); and transmitting means for transmitting, by electronic mail, the sensing condition 
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and the text data converted at said converting means as a part of electronic mail text 
message when the image was sensed by said sense means (column 36, lines 32 et 
seq.; emails also include information about the nature of the triggering event and 
capture time; Also it is inherent that the email will include time text data with the sensing 
condition since in column 36 lines 39 - 41 Enright et al. mentions that the recipient of 
the email receives useful information of the occurrence of the machine from figures 62 - 
72; also figure 19 including time and date data). 

Regarding claim 2, Enright et al. discloses the apparatus according to claim 1 , 
wherein said transmitting means transmits electronic mail having information indicating 
the sensing condition added to a message portion (figures 62 - 72; trigger/event type). 

Regarding claim 3, Enright et al. discloses the apparatus according to claim 1 , 
wherein said transmitting means transmits electronic mail having information indicating 
the sensing condition added to a subject portion (figures 62 - 72; trigger/event type). 

Regarding claim 4, Enright et al. discloses the apparatus according to claim 1 , 
wherein said transmitting means transmits the sensing condition together with the 
image sensed by said sense means (figures 61 - 72; trigger/event type). 

Regarding claim 5, Enright et al. discloses the apparatus according to claim 1 , 
wherein the sensing condition set by said setting means includes any one of a specific 
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time (figure 72), a predetermined elapsed time (figure 56 and paragraph column 34 
lines 19 et seq.), sensor detection by an external sensor (figures 62 - 72; trigger/event 
type), detection of a sound level higher than a predetermined level (column 39 lines 16 
et seq.; sound detection from microphone detecting stress levels of the sound), and 
operation of a sensing button (column 40 lines 27 - 39;panic button). 

Regarding claim 6, Enright et al. discloses the apparatus according to claim 1, 
wherein said transmitting means can transmit image stored in an external memory 
(figure 10 and column 28 lines 51 et seq:, image from image server, this image also 
including image data), and also transmits, when transmitting image stored in the 
external memory, information indicating that the transmitted image is an image that has 
been stored in the external memory (figure 10 and column 28 lines 51 et seq.; image 
from image server, this image also including image data). 

Regarding claim 7, Enright et al. discloses the apparatus according to claim 1 , 
wherein the time information includes a time at which the image was sensed by said 
sense means (figures 62 - 72; trigger/event type and capture time; Also it is inherent 
that the email will include time text data with the sensing condition since in column 36 
lines 39 - 41 Enright et al. mentions that the recipient of the email receives useful 
information of the occurrence of the machine from figures 62 - 72). 
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Regarding claim 8, Enright et al. discloses the apparatus according to claim 1 , 
further comprising transfer means for transferring the image sensed by said sense 
means to a server connected to a network (figure 10; image server, network), wherein 
said transmitting means transmits link address information for specifying the image 
transmitted to the server, together with the sensing condition (figures 62 - 72; image 
name which can be used as a link for the image and the trigger/event type included in 
the transfer of the image). 

Regarding claim 9, Enright et al. discloses an image sensing apparatus 
comprising: setting means for setting a sensing condition for image sensing (figure 22; 
set up sequences); sense means for sensing an image in accordance with the sensing 
condition set by said setting means (figures 62 - 72; trigger/event type); converting 
means for converting time information of the image sensed at said sense means into 
text data (column 36, lines 32 et seq.\ figures 62 - 72; trigger/event type and capture 
time; Also it is inherent that the email will include time text data with the sensing 
condition since in column 36 lines 39 - 41 Enright et al. mentions that the recipient of 
the email receives useful information of the occurrence of the machine from figures 62 - 
72); and transmitting means for transmitting, by electronic mail, the sensing condition 
and the text data converted at said converting means as a part of electronic mail text 
message indicating a time at which the image was sensed by said sense means 
(column 36, lines 32 et seq.\ emails includes information about the nature of the 
triggering event and capture time; Also it is inherent that the email will include time text 
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data with the sensing condition since in column 36 lines 39 - 41 Enright et al. mentions 
that the recipient of the email receives useful information of the occurrence of the 
machine from figures 62 - 72; also figure 19 including time and date data). 

Regarding claim 10, Enright et al. discloses an image sensing apparatus 
comprising: setting means for setting a sensing condition for image sensing (figure 22; 
set up sequences); sense means for sensing an image in accordance with the sensing 
condition set by said setting means (figures 62 - 72; trigger/event type); converting 
means for converting time information of the image sensed at said sense means into 
text data (column 36, lines 32 ef seq.; figures 62 - 72; trigger/event type and capture 
time); and electronic mail creating means for creating to which the sensing condition 
under which the image was sensed by said sense means and the text data converted at 
said converting means as a part of electronic mail text message are added (column 36, 
lines 32 et seq.; emails also include information about the nature of the triggering event 
also as seen in figure 68 the capture time is included in the transfer; Also it is inherent 
that the email will include time text data with the sensing condition since in column 36 
lines 39 - 41 Enright et al. mentions that the recipient of the email receives useful 
information of the occurrence of the machine from figures 62 - 72; also figure 19 
including time and date data). 

Regarding claim 12, Enright et al. discloses a control method for an image 
sensing apparatus comprising: a storing step of storing a sensing condition for image 
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sensing (figure 61; filter conditions/alarms); a sensing step of sensing an image in 
accordance with the sensing condition stored in the storing step (figures 62 - 72; 
trigger/event type it is inherent that this trigger/event will be recognized in accordance to 
a predetermined input such as the sensing condition stored); converting step for 
converting time information of the image sensed at said sensing step into text data 
(column 36, lines 32 et seq.; figures 62 - 72; trigger/event type and capture time; Also it 
is inherent that the email will include time text data with the sensing condition since in 
column 36 lines 39 - 41 Enright et al. mentions that the recipient of the email receives 
useful information of the occurrence of the machine from figures 62 - 72); and a 
transmitting step of transmitting, by electronic mail, the sensing condition and the text 
data converted at said converting step as a part of electronic mail text message when 
the image was sensed was sensed in the sensing step (column 36, lines 32 et seq., 
emails also include information about the nature of the triggering event; Also it is 
inherent that the email will include time text data with the sensing condition since in 
column 36 lines 39 - 41 Enright et al. mentions that the recipient of the email receives 
useful information of the occurrence of the machine from figures 62 - 72; also figure 19 
including time and date data). 

Regarding claim 13, Enright et al. discloses a control method for an image 
sensing apparatus comprising: a storing step of storing a sensing condition for image 
sensing (figure 61; filter conditions/alarms); a sensing step of sensing an image in 
accordance with the sensing condition stored in the storing step (figures 62 - 72; 
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trigger/event type it is inherent that this trigger/event will be recognized in accordance to 
a predetermined input such as the sensing condition stored); converting step for 
converting time information of the image sensed at said sensing step into text data 
(column 36, lines 32 et seq.; figures 62 - 72; trigger/event type and capture time; Also it 
is inherent that the email will include time text data with the sensing condition since in 
column 36 lines 39 - 41 Enright et al. mentions that the recipient of the email receives 
useful information of the occurrence of the machine from figures 62 - 72); and a 
transmitting step of transmitting, by electronic mail, the text data converted at said 
converting step as a part of electronic mail text message indicating a time at which the 
image was sensed in the sensing step (column 36, lines 32 et seq.; emails also include 
information about the nature of the triggering event; Also it is inherent that the email will 
include time text data with the sensing condition since in column 36 lines 39 - 41 
Enright et al. mentions that the recipient of the email receives useful information of the 
occurrence of the machine from figures 62 - 72; also figure 19 including time and date 
data). 

Regarding claim 14, Enright et al. discloses a control method for an image 
sensing apparatus comprising: a storing step of storing a sensing condition for image 
sensing (figure 61; filter conditions/alarms); a sensing step of sensing an image in 
accordance with the sensing condition stored in the storing step (figures 62 - 72; 
trigger/event type it is inherent that this trigger/event will be recognized in accordance to 
a predetermined input such as the sensing condition stored); converting step for 
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converting time information of the image sensed at said sensing step into text data 
(column 36, lines 32 et seq., figures 62 - 72; trigger/event type and capture time; Also it 
is inherent that the email will include time text data with the sensing condition since in 
column 36 lines 39 - 41 Enright et al. mentions that the recipient of the email receives 
useful information of the occurrence of the machine from figures 62 - 72); and an 
electronic mail creating step of creating electronic mail to which the sensing condition 
when the image was sensed in the sensing step and the text data converted at said 
converting step as a part of electronic mail text message are added (column 34 lines 8 - 
18; column 36, lines 32 et seq.; emails also include information about the nature of the 
triggering event also as seen in figure 68 the capture time is included in the transfer; 
Also it is inherent that the email will include time text data with the sensing condition 
since in column 36 lines 39 - 41 Enright et al. mentions that the recipient of the email 
receives useful information of the occurrence of the machine from figures 62 - 72; also 
figure 19 including time and date data). 



Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Usman Khan whose telephone number is (571) 270- 
1131. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Thru 6:45-4:15; Fri 6:45-3:15 or 
Alt. Fri off. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Ometz can be reached on (571 ) 272-7593. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




Usman Khan 
08/14/2007 
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